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Commander

Veterans’ Day Ceremony in Fountain Square, Commander
Cadelario speaks while Mayor Daniel Biss, Greg Lisinski,
and Past Commander Will Candelario look on.

Christine Candelario

Commander’s Corner
Hello Legionnaires,

By the time you read this the holidays will
be over. | hope you all enjoyed all the holidays
from October through December. Things were
kind of crazy for me but with the help of PC
Candelario (aka my husband) we made it
through.

We had some good times at the Post.

Past Commander Will Candelario and a volunteer shovel
the walk outside the Post.



Darbyshire family

Dave Plante and Mike Coop

We had live holiday music arranged by our
SAL. A fun time was had by all.

Upcoming events are the Superbowl Party
and St. Patrick’s / Huck Award Dinner. Check
our web site for the latest upcoming events
activities.

As we enter the long stretch of winter don’t
let the dreariness get you down. We at the Post
are here for you even if it’s just an ear or a
shoulder to help you make it through.

Veterans Strengthening America,
Commander Christine



SAL Commander

David Madison
From Your SAL Commander,

Greetings and Welcome to winter (if it
ever comes)!

| hope everyone had a peaceful and happy
holiday season, full of family and fun!

| have several updates I'd like to mention
in regards to our Squadrons work here at the
Post.

We had yet another successful Pancake
Breakfast on November 15th. Thanks to the ever
diligent work of our Pancake Breakfast
Committee and Chris Foreman (and his family)
we were able to raise $5400 for children-focused
organizations in our local area. We will review
and nominate a list of recipients during our
January meeting (January 8th@7:30pm), and
then vote to ratify this list during our February
meeting (Februaryl2th@7:30pm). | have
attached some pictures from the event at the end
of this article.

We began our election process at our
December meeting. During the meeting we re-
nominated the existing executive board to remain
in their current positions (standard) as well as
made several additional nominations to fill some
outgoing officers as well as promote a few to

elevated positions. We will review the
nominations during the January meeting and vote
during the February meeting. The new executive
board will be enacted in the first meeting in July.
We moved the election process ahead by a few
months in order to avoid other late Spring, early
Summer conflicts.

On January 31st, Squadron 42 will host
the SAL 1st Division Quarterly meeting. The
meeting starts at 10:00am, runs a little over an
hour, and will be followed by a catered lunch. All
are welcome; however, if you are planning to
attend, please reach out to the Squadron using the
email listed at the end of this article.

In October we voted to take the proceeds
from LegionFest 2025 and donate $6000 to the
Post. This money was used to complete Phase 1
of the Window Improvement project at the Hall.
Phase 1 included new windows in the kitchen and
banquet hall. They look great! They are easy to
open/close/clean, and with the updated seal,
should save the Post a few bucks in energy costs.

We are in very early planning for
LegionFest 2026, and currently looking at dates
in July. We always need volunteers for the event,
and this year we are planning to do a large, pre-
order of T-shirts. We can always use word of
mouth, your own social media outlets and any
other means to get this information out into the
Community.

Membership Cards Have Arrived!! With
the help and guidance of Jerry Ward, our
Adjutant, we are streamlining the process of
collecting dues and distributing membership
cards. That said, we voted a few quarters back to
auto renew every current member at the
beginning of the next membership year. We are
mailing cards to all of those members in the next
day or so. What does this mean for you? If you
have already paid your dues for the July 1st 2025
to June 30th 2026 membership year (on your card
it will indicate 2026), thank you! If you are not
sure, drop us an email (see the address below). If
you KNOW you have not paid your dues, please
pay now!! Membership dues money represents
the bulk of our operating budget for each year.



In closing | want to thank everyone who
has been active in helping with our events and
service projects at the Legion. Our help has not
gone unnoticed, and I get thanked often for our
efforts. I am sending the thanks on to all of you,
because it is a collective effort of our
organization that delivers the benefit -- even
though I tend to get the personal thanks. If you
have not experienced one of our events, |
encourage you to get involved. We are always
looking for new ways to serve our veterans and
our community.

As always:

Please pay 2026 dues ($40) at:
https://www.evanstonpost42.com/form-sal-renew

Regular Meetings are held on the 2nd
Thursday of the month, at 7:30PM. For those that
cannot attend in person, a Google Meeting has
been arranged here:

https://meet.google.com/o0oi-dins-zpr.
Please join us in person or via Google Meet.

Sincerely,

David Madison
Commander, SAL Squadron 42

Members of the Rifle Team at Veterans Day.

Volunteers at the Pancake Breakfast.


https://www.evanstonpost42.com/form-sal-renew
https://meet.google.com/ooi-dins-zpr

Jr. Vice Commander
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Mike (Wojo) WojciechowskKi

HAPPY NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION
By
Michael L. Wojciechowski

For the past 38 years, my family has
celebrated at the stroke of midnight of the New
Year, with sparkling cider and herring on a
cracker. It’s been my family’s tradition for 2
generations now. My mom taught me doing this
at the stroke of midnight, is to help bring
monetary good luck to my family. It may be the
smallest piece of herring on that cracker, and it’s
a cracker sandwich actually, but it’s a tradition
that has brought us good luck all these years.

My other personal tradition is also a small
Chinese statue of Ho Tai. A deity of Chinese
folklore to bring monetary good luck also.
Thinking we can always use as much good luck
without it costing us anything. Call it what you
will, but after 38 years of financial stability, there
is something to be said for continuing that
tradition.

Another New Year’s Resolution that I’ve
done is to link back up with an old friend,
coworker, neighbor, or classmate. It’s to re-
establish an old friendship. Facebook has been a
great tool in re-connecting with someone. White
pages subscription is another tool to finding

someone. It’s all in how eager you want to re-
kindle a friendship.

I’ve found classmates from grade school
and high school. Also, from my National Guard
crew that I’d only work one weekend a month
and 2 weeks during the summer. And then
there’s my former coworkers. Since leaving the
Navy in 1979, I’ve worked at only 6 different
companies for 41 years. Two of them | worked
at were 17 years each. The rest of the 4 jobs
totaled 7 years. I’ve worked with people of all
ethnicities, ages, genders, and religions. I've
always treated people like how | wanted to be
treated: with respect. It’s not very often that I’ve
been able to link up with any one of them due to
death or relocation. Most of those years, the lack
of phone numbers being the same, or not like we
had cell phones back then like we do now.

But the point of this article is to remind
people that if you value an old friendship of
coworkers, friends, neighbors, or classmates,
make the effort to seek them out and re-connect.
You just might be surprised how much you still
have in common despite how many years you
have been apart.

Past Post Commander

James Brusek



The Richard Huck Legion Spirit Award

Nominations for the 2026 recipient of the
Richard Huck Legion Spirit Award are now
being accepted. The nominating timeline will
terminate on Thursday, January 29, 2026, at the
conclusion of the Board of Directors Meeting.

Commander Richard Huck was the only
commander in the one hundred five-year history
of Evanston American Legion Post 42 that
transferred to Post Everlasting while in office.
The board decided to create an award in his
honor that best reflected his spirit, energy, and
dedication to the principles of the American
Legion.

The purpose of the award is to honor a
Post or SAL member, who in the course the
year(s) best demonstrated motivation, vitality,
and dedication to the principles of the American
Legion, specifically Veterans Affairs and
Rehabilitation, National Security, Americanism,
and Children and Youth. These “Four Pillars”
describe the heart and philosophy of the
American Legion in their dedication to Veterans
and service to the community, state, and nation.

The ideal recipient of the Richard Huck
Legion Spirit Award is not necessarily an officer
or holder of office in the Post or SAL, but rather
any member who exhibits the principles of the
American Legion by active participation in Post
programs and activities in a manner that
distinguished that individual above others.

The recipient of the Richard Huck Legion
Spirit Award is selected by the nomination of any
Post or SAL member. Nominations should be
legible and as detailed as possible, broken into
three sections:

1. Personal information, i.e.: Family life,
education, employment, etc.

2. Military information, i.e.; branch of
service, promotions, awards etc. & if SAL,
history of the person who allows them to be SAL.

3. What he/she has done while a member of
Post/Squadron 42

To be considered for the Huck Award. A
single paragraph will not be sufficient.

The Nomination will be placed in a sealed
envelope, clearly identified as “Huck Award
Nomination,” addressed to the Post Adjutant.

Following the nomination deadline, all
envelopes will be given to the selection
committee for consideration by vote. The
selection committee will review the nominations
and present their selection to the Board of
Directors. The award presentation will be made
in March at the annual corned beef dinner on
Sunday, March 15, 2026. All nominations are
due NLT the conclusion of the Board of
Directors Meeting on Thursday, January 29,
2026.

Service Officer

Joe Jefferson
My Fellow Legionaries,

I would like to extend my thanks to you
for allowing me to further assist our fellow
Veterans in the capacity of the Service Officer
for American Legion Post 42. In the short time
that | have been in the role, I continue advancing
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opportunities to meet with a variety of people and
organizations, particularly in Evanston, who help
Veterans and Evanstonians. People like Candice
Mitchell, Ombudsman and Senior Citizens
Facilities Coordinator, who chairs monthly
meetings at the Evanston Library, generally the
first Thursday of each month at 10:00am. These
meeting features stakeholders such as Nursing
Home Representatives, Social Advocacy
Organizations, Representatives from Evanston
Law Enforcement, etc.

During the course of these meeting the
discussions center on speakers sharing their
unique service(s) and their operational
performance. Each participant gets to ask
questions relative to the information provided by
the representative. During the course of these
meetings, we have identified several nursing
homes in the Evanston area that house Veterans.
This opportunity allowed us through coordination
with the Directors to visit the Veterans in their
respective facilities. This year we were able to
provide high quality sweatshirts and cushion
socks to each veteran we encountered on our
visit. However, we are always looking to do
more.

During the course of delivering of our
gifts, three Vets stood out from our interactions
and exchanges, which I’d like to share; keep in
mind this is our first meeting:

John (Army): | enter the room. It feels
like 110 degrees. I'm sweating. I grab a package
with a sweatshirt and socks, as | acknowledge
John, I realize he is a double amputee. So
immediately | tore the socks from the bag and
stuff them down the front of my pants to avoid
John seeing them, but he did. He looked at me
and said “you having problems down there?” and
we both laughed as the female attendant observed
me stuffing the socks.

Rob (Air Force): Rob’s room clearly was
115 degrees. | continued sweating. Rob was
sitting in his lounge chair in his underwear. |
introduce myself. He asked me what do | have in
hand. 1 told him a sweatshirt and socks. He said
“look at me, look at me, | need pants and make

sure they fit”. He said thanks and I’ll see you
next time.

Marvin (Army): Marvin’s room was 115
5 degrees, I’'m sweating less now because I'm
near dehydration. | introduce myself. Marvin
then asks my branch of service and military
occupational skill (MQOS). I tell him. Marvin
then tells me his MOS; 71L and then his unit. In
between asking me what appeared to be 332
questions Marvin asked me for a Smart Book,
which | did not have. We both laughed as he told
me to visit again with a Smart Book and thanked
me for the visit and gift. Shortly, after drinking 3
bottles of water, | ran out of the building into the
cold.

I personally enjoyed my visits with our
fellow veterans. These are just a sample of just
good interactions with a few of our comrades.
Additionally, we donated $2500.00 to the
Midwest Veteran Closet who for years continues
to provide food and clothing to our soldiers and
Veterans in need. | will continue to provide more
information on how we are assisting the Veterans
in our community in each newsletter.

I recognize that many of you are not able
to get to Evanston Post 42, but if you need
assistance or help to connect with the appropriate
resource call us at 1-847-475-9076. We’ll
respond in kind.

For those of you who need connect with a
Veteran Service Officer via Phone:

American Veterans(AMVETS)
Harold Dulaka: (224) 610-4138
Email: Harold.dukala@va.gov

Disabled American Veterans (DAV)
Maurice Holman: (224)610-2961
Service: Claim Assistance

Lake County Veterans Assistance
Commission(VACLC)
847-377-3344, Email:
veterans@Ilakecounty.il.gov



Veterans Benefits Administration(VBA)
Chicago Regional Office: (800)-827-1000

Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs
(800) 947-8387
(414) 902-5757

Joe E. Jefferson

Service Office

American Legion, Post 42
312-339-0872
jeffersonjoe@att.net

“If you have integrity, nothing else matters. If
you don’t have integrity, nothing else matters”
Alan Simpson

Chaplain

Greg Wilson
From The Chaplain’s Corner

A Holiday Reflection for the American Legion
Family

As the holiday season arrives, 'm
reminded of the remarkable spirit that defines the
American Legion and the families who stand
proudly beside it. This time of year invites us to
reflect not only on the traditions we cherish, but
also on the values that have shaped our service—
devotion to country, commitment to one another,
and an enduring belief in the promise of
America.

For our Legionnaires, the holidays can
stir memories of comradeship forged in distant
places, of missions carried out with courage, and
of the quiet sacrifices made in the name of
freedom. Your continued dedication—long after
your military service—remains a powerful
example of what it means to live with purpose
and patriotism.

And to the families who support our
veterans with steadfast love and resilience, your
role is woven into the very fabric of this
organization. You have carried the weight of
separation, welcomed home those forever
changed by service, and helped build
communities where veterans find belonging and
strength. Your contributions are as vital as any
uniform ever worn.

As we gather in this season of gratitude,
may we remember that the American Legion is
more than an organization—it is a family bound
by shared experience and united by a
commitment to serve. Whether this season brings
joy, reflection, or a mix of both, may you find
comfort in knowing that you are part of a
community that honors your journey and stands
ready to support you.

May the coming year bring renewed
hope, deeper connection, and the enduring pride
of being part of a nation—and a Legion—worth
believing in.



News from Post 42 Charitable
Foundation https://post42cf.org/

As we enter the holiday season, we take
time to reflect on the mission that guides both our
foundation and the American Legion. Supporting
America’s Veterans remains at the heart of
everything we do. These men and women have
given so much in service to our country, and
standing with them is one of the most meaningful
ways we can give back.

Whether through contributions to the
American Legion or directly to our foundation,
every act of support—Iarge or small—creates a
real and lasting impact in a veteran’s life.
Together, we can continue to honor and support
those who stood for us and those that still do!

Each year, we work to strengthen our
efforts and expand our reach. Our members have
been actively engaging with local Chambers of
Commerce, community organizations, and our
own Legion family to build partnerships and
increase awareness. This November we again
partnered with the 100 Club of Chicago for our
annual Bocce Ball Tournament and it netted each
of our foundations $5500! We welcome anyone
with ideas, passion, or a desire to help, to connect
with the foundation.

Keep an eye out for improvements and
changes to the foundation website. Conversations
are continuing with Budd Webster and Dan
Fleming in regard to how to make it a more user
friendly, accessible, and valuable resource for the
post, squadron and community. Please reach out
to anyone on the foundation or to our website to
learn more, get involved, or contribute. Thank
you and Happy Holiday’s!.

Sincerely,

Chris Mitchell

Post 42 Charitable Foundation
Trustee/Historian

GIFT AND ESTATE PLANNING FOR POST
42 AND THE FUTURE

Have considered leaving a bequest to Post
42 as part of your estate plan? A gift or bequest to
Post 42 can have fantastic long-term benefits to
veterans, service personnel and our community.

There are so many activities and programs
your Post 42 gift or bequest would support:
helping veterans, visiting the sick, raising funds
for the “Gifts to the Yanks” Program, sending
parcels to our troops overseas, supporting
Scouting in Evanston, helping to repair housing
for needy homeowners, helping the community to
remember its veterans through public ceremonies
and public speaking, supporting Legion Programs
and sponsoring Little League and American
Legion Baseball. When we have large capital
investment issues like boiler replacement, we
would have resources to draw on.

We have also created a 501(c)3 Charitable
Foundation to be able to accept donations that are
100% tax deductible. This new Foundation will
allow us to support veterans that need assistance
as well as other organizations that provide similar
support. We just completed our 1% annual charity
golf outing that was an outstanding success to start
off the foundation.

If you are interested, please contact your
Attorney, and ask him to include us in your
planning through a gift, will or codicil. You can
also contact us for more information by e-mailing
us at evanstonp42@gmail.com, by calling the Post
Commander who is listed toward the end of this
newsletter or going to our web site
www.evanstonpost42.com and following the links
to donate.



https://post42cf.org/
mailto:evanstonp42@gmail.com
http://www.evanstonpost42.com/

Clubroom News

Greetings from the Clubroom,

We have a few new updates for the
coming months.

Bar Events: Please look us up on Instagram for
everything happening at Club 42.

Instagram @post42bar_events.

We realize that not everyone is on
Instagram, so we will be starting a Facebook
page with the same info.

We are still looking for ideas that will
draw people on any open dates this winter.
Without events the bar does not support itself.
All ideas are welcome. Please reach out to
manager@evanstonpost42.com with any ideas.

Our Foodie Monday has been struggling.
We have too few volunteers and too many people
taking advantage without donating. One way we
may change it is to make it a charged event and
upgrade it. Each meal will have an entrée, side,
salad, and dessert. Patrons would pay at the bar
and record it. $7 for vets/seniors. $11 everyone
else. A lot of work goes into these events, and
we need to guarantee $150-$200 to
chef/volunteer or restaurant hosting.

Our house band, The Canal Jumpers
continue to donate their time and work by
booking bands

Upcoming Legion Concert Series:

Wed 1/15 Canal Jumpers

Sun 1/18 Bluegrass jam

Fri 1/23 Pierce Crask

Sat 1/24 Men on the Moon

Fri 1/30 Late Breaking News

Sat 1/31 Central High

Fri 2/6 Mr G & the Mystery Band
Website changes:

Until recently, when you opened the
website on your phone, memberships were listed
first and the perception was you needed a
membership in order to get into the Clubroom.
We changed the order so Clubroom is listed first
and the summary to the following:

American Legion Club 42, perched above
Canal Shores golf course, is a favorite North
Shore dive bar. Its relaxed, no-frills vibe makes it
ideal for drinks, gaming machines, and catching
sports on TV. No membership required—
everyone’s welcome, and well-behaved dogs can
join the fun.

I look forward to seeing you all at the bar!

-Phil
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January 1
January 8
January 8
January 15
January 15
January 21
January 29
January 31

February 4
February 5
February 5
February 8
February 12
February 12
February 18
February 26

March 5
March 5
March 8
March 12
March 12
March 15

March 18
March 26

April 1
April 2
April 2
April 9
April 9
April 15
April 23

May 7
May 7
May 14
May 14
May 18
May 19-27

POST 42 DATES TO REMEMBER 2025
PLEASE NOTE REVISED MEETING TIMES!
2026

New Year’s Day

Post 42 Charitable Foundation Meeting 6:00 PM
General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food Afterword)
SAL Board Meeting 7:00 PM

SAL Business Meeting 7:30 PM

7th District Meeting 7:30 PM (Morton Grove Post 134)
Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM

SAL 1st Division Meeting 10:00 AM

1st District Meeting 7:30 PM (Morton Grove Post 134)
Post 42 Charitable Foundation Meeting 6:00 PM
General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food Afterword)
Post 42 Super Bowl LIX Party (Time TBA)

SAL Board Meeting 7:00 PM

SAL Business Meeting 7:30 PM

7th District Meeting 7:30 PM (Hellenic Post 343)

Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM

Post 42 Charitable Foundation Meeting 6:00 PM

General Business Meeting 7:30 PM

Daylight Savings Time Starts — Set Clocks Ahead 1 Hour

SAL Board Meeting 7:00 PM

SAL Business Meeting 7:30 PM

St. Patrick’s Day Corned Beef Dinner and Richard Huck
Award Dinner Cocktails at 5:00 PM, Dinner at 6:00 PM

7th District Meeting 7:00 PM (Joseph M. Sesterhenn Post 166)
Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM

1st District Meeting 7:30PM (Cicero Post 96)

Post 42 Charitable Foundation Meeting 6:00 PM
General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward)
SAL Board Meeting 7:00 PM

SAL Business Meeting 7:30 PM

7th District Meeting 7:30 PM (Evanston Post 42)
Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM

Post 42 Charitable Foundation Meeting 6:00 PM

General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Post Everlasting — Food afterward

SAL Board Meeting 7:00 PM

SAL Business Meeting 7:30 PM
Poppy Day Can pick-up, after 3PM
Poppy Day Collection



May 20 7th District Meeting 7:30 PM (Morton Grove Post 134)

May 21 Post 42 Board Meeting 7:30 PM

May 23 Grave Decoration Day Memorial Park, meet at East lot, 9:00 AM

May 25 Memorial Day Ceremonies Memorial Park (East Lot) 8:00 AM Fountain Square
10:30 AM Refreshments served after ceremonies at the post

June 4 Post 42 Charitable Foundation Meeting 6:00 PM

June 4 General Business Meeting 7:30 PM (Food afterward) Post Election of Officers

June 6 1st Division Meeting TIME TBD (Evergreen Park Post 854)

June 7-13 Boys State Eastern Illinois University

June 11 SAL Board Meeting 7:00 PM

June 11 SAL Business Meeting 7:30 PM

June 11 Charitable Foundation Golf Outing

June 14 US Army Birthday

June 14 Flag Day

June 14-20 Girls State Eastern Illinois University

June 17 7th District Meeting 7:30 PM (Lincolnwood Post 1226)

June 21-27 Junior State Police Training

June 25 Board Meeting 7:30 PM

Note: Some Dates are subject to change

SHRAPNEL is a publication of Evanston Post 42, American Legion, all rights are reserved.

2025 Legion Year Officers - Post 42

Commander Christine Candelario 773-425-1133

Senior Vice-Commander
Junior Vice-Commander
Adjutant

Finance Officer

Service Officer

Michael Carder

Mike Wojciechowski

Peter Koerner
James Farley
Joe Jefferson

708-990-3489
708-296-6688
260-318-1408
720-244-7241
847-475-9076

Sergeant at Arms Will Candelario 847-529-0137
Chaplain Greg Wilson

Judge Advocate Greg Lisinski 847-309-8074
Post Historian Michael Carder 708-990-3489
Past Commander Will Candelario 847-529-0137

SAL Commander

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

lan Darbyshire
Larry Pahlke
James Sullivan
Neil Franke

David Madison

Director Emeritus Adam Kwiecinski

Newsletter Editor: Peter Koerner

Contributions are always welcome. Contact Peter Koerner (260) 318-1408 or by e-mail at pkoerner@gmail.com

312-953-6260
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